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AluBox     $325 - $450

BY BILL & SUSAN DRAGOO

 

Storing and toting overlanding gear can be a challenge. Draw-

ers, plastic boxes, built-in cubbies, soft bags…it’s a jungle out 

there. One constant is the need to protect everything, from cam-

era gear to our favorite wine glasses. Even durable cookware 

must be kept tight and tidy; heavy items don’t play well with the 

aforementioned delicates while being bounced along the trail. 

Our gear must also remain free from dust, animals, vermin and 

rain when it’s set outside the vehicle on site or stored at home. 

Our rigs often double as daily drivers, hence the ability to toss 

and stash after a trip then grab and go at a moment’s notice is a 

big plus. We also need a solution that maximizes space utiliza-

tion both in the cargo area and when stored between outings. 

Durability and light weight are also major considerations. With 

our endless equipment upgrades and desire not to look like 

the Clampetts moving to Beverly Hills, Susan and I landed on 

AluBox as our go-to storage system.

AluBox, based in Denmark, is a small, family-owned company 

marketed in the U.S. through Equipt Expedition Outfitters. Their 

boxes are used worldwide for anything requiring tight, light and 

reliable storage and transport. Manufactured from AW 5754 

aluminum, the characteristics of this alloy combination offer an 

extraordinary balance of strength, malleability, and resistance to 

corrosion. 

We selected four boxes for our truck, two 67L (23”L x 23”W x 

9.5”H) to go above the cab on our BajaRack, and a 134L (34”L 

x 19”W x 15.5”H) and 157L (31”L x 23”W x 16” H) to nest in 

the bed.  When we switch to our 4Runner, one of the larger 

boxes slips neatly in back beside our National Luna 50L Fridge/

Freezer. They seal up airtight with a high-quality rubber gasket 

around the lid and most mid-sized boxes weigh a scant 11-

15 lb. The lid’s fold-over design adds another layer of water 

protection. Cam-lock latches draw the lid down tight and cast 

aluminum lugs protect each corner and allow boxes with the 

same footprint to nest without sliding around. Joints are silicone 

sealed, and strong, extruded aluminum rims protect the edges 

from contact damage. AluBox’s vertical sides and square design 

maximize space utilization. The aluminum is subject to dents but 

can be easily straightened with a satisfying tap of the hammer or 

rock. 

Accessories are available for interior organization, as are cutting 

boards and Baltic Birch tops to facilitate using the boxes for sit-

ting or as tabletops. And, a rooftop mounting system is available 

for some sizes.

EQUIPT1.COM
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Helly Hansen Women’s Rapid Midlayer, Verglas Infinity, and Verglas Tur Jackets and Pants 

$110+

Outerwear manufacturer Helly Hansen (HH) has been helping 

people survive the harshest of environments since 1877. Best 

known for sailing and skiing gear, the company began when 

sea captain Helly Hansen developed waterproof garments and 

tarpaulins made from coarse linen soaked in linseed oil. One 

hundred forty-five years of innovation have made the Norwegian 

company legendary in the world of outdoor gear.

Now, HH produces all manner of clothing, footwear, luggage 

and backpacks for rugged use in the outdoors. I had the op-

portunity to try out several of their products over a year’s time 

and, while I haven’t been out sailing the North Sea or climbing 

Mount Everest, I’ve hiked some cold, wet miles in this gear and 

appreciate its high level of quality and protection.

Of all the products I tested, my favorite is the Women’s Rapid 

Midlayer Jacket ($110). This lightweight layer is soft, comfort-

able and perfect all by itself for cool weather. Its 100% recycled 

fleece provides sun protection, odor resistance and is quick dry-

ing. This has become my go-to jacket for spring, fall, and those 

chilly summer evenings in the mountains. For winter coverage 

and rainy days, I layer the Rapid jacket with the Women’s Verglas 

Infinity Shell Jacket ($400) for a combination that keeps me 

both warm and dry. The hard shell Infinity is constructed of Helly 

Tech®, the HH version of both breathable and waterproof mate-

rial. It features LIFA INFINITY™, a technology that is light weight 

and hydrophobic while being fully waterproof and solvent and 

PFC-free. 

Notably, the Verglas Infinity Shell features RECCO Advanced 

Rescue Technology, meaning that a passive reflector is inte-

grated into the garment, making it searchable by a rescue team 

should the user become lost. More than 900 ski resorts and 

rescue groups in 28 countries use the detectors for locating 

RECCO-equipped skiers and hikers.

Like the Rapid midlayer, the Infinity has become the shell I use 

almost exclusively. For even more warmth, I add my tried and 

true, lightweight down layer and stay quite snug.

The feature-rich Women’s Verglas Tur Pants ($220) are another 

HH offering that will stand up to the elements. “Sturdy” is 

definitely the word for these hiking pants, made from a four-way 

stretch cotton and polyester fabric with a gusset at the crotch 

to maximize freedom of movement and a flexible boot lock on 

the hem to keep out debris. Zippered vents also allow some 

temperature regulation when exerting. I did not fall in love with 

these pants as I did with the midlayer and shell, mostly because 

they are just far more than I need in the hiking environments 

I experience, but also because the high waist made for a less 

comfortable fit than what I’m accustomed to. Nevertheless, 

these are another example of HH’s high quality, along with the 

30-liter Transistor backpack ($170), a nice lightweight (about 

two pounds) pack, when you need a large daypack for outdoor 

adventures. I confess I found 30 liters to be an awkward size . . . 

unnecessarily large for a daypack and too small for backpacking, 

but I can see the application for someone needing to carry more 

gear on a day hike than I usually do.

After a year, my impression is that this outwear will give many 

more years of protection even with heavy use. I’ll be wearing 

this gear for a trek in Iceland soon, and am fully confident it will 

pass the test in the volatile conditions there.

HELLYHANSEN.COM
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